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Summer Exhibition 2016
I am delighted to say that this year we have been allocated a great slot by the Burton which covers the 
summer holidays.  This will hopefully lead to even more visitors and sales.

This year the Society had work hung in Bideford Hospital as well as the highly successful exhibition at the 
Burton. The hospital hang was organised and curated by Bert Bruins.  If any member spots any similar 
opportunities for work to get out on public view I would urge them to get in touch and help make it happen. 
 
We will choose the catalogue cover in the same way as before.  Any Member is invited to submit a good 
quality jpg image, and the Committee will vote for a winner.  The work on the catalogue cover nearly always 
sells! It doesn't have to be a painting, - pots and sculpture welcome.

There will be two prizes again this year, the Ken Doughty Award and the You Choose, when everyone has a 
vote to cast for their favourite exhibit.  We will also be making awards  to the Petroc foundation year 
students. 
 
Your Committee have discussed whether to make an additional charge for posting out hard copy information 
to the few Members who do not use email.  They have decided against this for now.  But if you are one of 
these and can see a way to get yourself online, using a relative's email for example, it would save the 
Society a lot of money.  Our low fees do not cover the cost of printing and sending out the mailings over the 
year.

This is my last newsletter as Chairman, I will be standing down at the AGM after a five year stint.  There have
been lots of changes in that time, mainly administrative. Our new website is under construction, 
professionally designed this time, and will be more user friendly as well as good to look at. 

Our summer exhibition continues to be a highlight of the Burton calendar for many; artists and visitors alike.  
I am proud of what we achieve and look forward to seeing all the varied work again this year.        
                                                                                                                      Judith Westcott

VITAL DATES

The 94th Summer Exhibition will run from Saturday, 23rd July to Saturday, 3rd 
September 2016

A.G.M   Monday, 21st March, 7 for 7.30,  Burton Art Gallery, Bideford. (a glass of wine and your chance to 
tell us what we have done wrong or right! Please contact Linda (lindahaj@googlemail.com if there is any 
item you wish to have on the Agenda.)  

New Member Selection Saturday, 7th  May, Burton Art Gallery, Bideford (hand in 10-11, selection 11-1,
pick up 1-2.  if you are interested, contact Peter Steart, via www.whobidarts.co.uk or on 01271 344129
for more information.)   
        
Handing in - Friday 15th July, 2-4 and Saturday, 16th July, 10-11. (NB these times will be strictly adhered 
to.)

Private View  -  Friday, 22nd  July

Collection of unsold work -Sunday, 4th September, 11-2pm 



Catalogue Cover Competition.  Images to tony@tonywilliamsart.co.uk please.  File size of about 1MB, as 
an attachment - not in the body of the email. Send in by 15th May.

Membership fees  £10 pa for Full Members and £6 for Associates, are due next month.  If you use a 
Standing Order please amend accordingly. Cheques to Peter Steart, 11 Meadow Road, Bradiford, 
Barnstaple, EX31 4AF

Plea for Help, - we need help with the catalogue this year.  If you can be free for a couple of 
days during the week beginning 18th July, can work 
methodically and can type, please come forward!!  You would not be working alone! Contact 
Jenny Smy at arty.smy@gmail.com

Obituary
As many of you will already know long time Member Barry Hughes died in October last year. Barry's 
ambitious and thought provoking sculptures have been a feature at the Summer Exhibition for many years - 
we will miss their originality and wit.

RWA, Bristol -  November visit 
A bus load of Members, Associates and friends had a grand day out.  The following review was kindly written
by Richard Mann.

Westward Ho! & Bideford Art Society visit to Royal West of England Open Art 
Exhibition at Bristol 2015
As our Society group traveled up to Bristol on our annual pilgrimage to visit the  163rd Annual Open 
Exhibition  I let my mind wander and asked myself what would art lovers living in The South West of England
during the mid 19th Century have thought about the art on display at Open Art Exhibitions of  today.  I feel 
sure that for many their impressions would be that of astonishment, dismay and, on 
occasion, offence.  For many of them the birth of Impressionism and Expressionism was an attack on the 
senses, so it is safe to say that  today’s art would have astonished our forefathers and for many been 
incomprehensible.  Perhaps art being produced 150 years from now may also be incomprehensible and 
bewildering to us.  I personally believe that if the Turner Prize is anything to go by we are well on the way!   

So what were our impressions of the 163rd Annual Open?  Was it better than last years?  Was it 
stimulating or was it dull?

As the appreciation and enjoyment of art is a very subjective one I felt it would be interesting to gain the  
views and comments from our group to see if there was some consensus of opinion. So here are some 
snippets  from their comments.

“  A  yearly highlight. A  lovely door to door creative day. Some work political “
“ Something for everyone ; with  all that means “  “ Very enjoyable “
“ Some exhibits wonderful, some weird and some WHY ? “ 
“ I thought the exhibition was overall well received  There were some artworks that were very questionable  i 
e, poorly drawn, poor framing and would have definitely not have  been selected for our own Annual WHo!
BID Exhibition.  Overall it was definitely stimulating and looking forward to next year’s already!”
“ As a first time visitor to the Exhibition I was impressed by the quality and variety. I enjoyed the 3D work  
and  would  have liked  to have seen more on display.  A good regional Show.”
“There seemed to be more whimsy and more humour in the works this year and there were a greater 
number of a ‘ painterly’ type.  Quality of prints was good!”
“ Great diversity of work in media and standard. I have never been before and thought the gallery space was
pleasant. “
“ Very different  from last year – stranger but also stimulating. Something to please everyone” 
“ I go to the exhibition most years as  it is always interesting – there  is always something to excite and 
intrigue. This year was less so – more muted and less in your face and delightful. I did find six pieces that I 
would like to take home, but in previous years there were more!”
“ I thought the show was very impressive and the standard very high; and yet the prices were very 
reasonable “
“ Having visited several of these exhibitions in the past felt that there were fewer works to marvel at. with 
many of questionable presentation and content.  Some even ‘Why? ‘
“Did I enjoy it ?  I can honestly say I did.  A visit takes  me out of the bubble I work in “
“ The show by comparison to earlier years had less of a 'wow factor' “
“ I was drawn to a piece  of digital work I found positively painterly with its constantly changing image “



So  there you have it, a distillation of the our group’s impressions and a thank you for sharing your thoughts.  

Was it a good Show?   One would have to  say ‘Yes’. Could it have 
been better?  Again one could say  ‘Yes’. Will our visitors go to the next 
Open?  The answer again to seems to be ‘Yes’. 

So it is fair to say that overall it was a success and the RWA are to be 
again congratulated. Having said that, one gets the impression that 
perhaps next year the Exhibition would gain from a little more risk 
taking with the presentation of work that has original creativity and/or a 
message  to stop you and make one say  ‘Wow’!   The chances are that
some examples of such work already reside in the RWA rejection room.

As for my personal impression I tend to agree with our groups 
comments, but naturally not all.  There was indeed little that was ‘in my 
face’ but there were several excellent  examples of  creativity  to satisfy 
my personal love for abstract or semi-abstract art. Sadly it did seem 
that the 3D display did look a little like an afterthought.  A pity, as some 
of work was quite superb. So did I feel it was worth the visit? Most 
definitely Yes.  Would I go again? Of course!
      

     I want to be like you – Debbie Lee

This review would not be compete without our congratulations to members of our Society  who not only 
exhibited but won a  prize….Julian Witts,  John Butler and the ColdHarbour Framing and Gallery Printmakers
Prize  going to Pine Feroda with 'Sea Rocks'

Work that caught Society members' eyes  during the visit included.

Work No 17  Blue Wind by Jeanette Hayes     
Work No 530 Annual Rings  by Petra Regent
Work No 251  Whereas times can merely change by Laurie
Steen RWA
Work  No 110 Walking from Waterloo  by Andrew Lovell
Work  No 209  Not just three Lemons  by Jessica Cooper
Work No  213  Summer Evening  by Alice Mumford RWA

So that is it for another year and hope this summary  provides
some food for thought.  The RWA has asked if we could let them
have our thoughts on the Exhibition.

My closing comment is one that I heard from a member during
our visit. It was felt that many of the  works on display at our
Annual Exhibition in Bideford would compare very well with
many of the RWA  artists work at  this year’s Show. Perhaps
more of us should consider entries for the RWA  164th Exhibition Singer Dog – Jason Lee RWA             
next year.
           
    

Richard Mann


